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Good Afternoon, 

My name is Pam Swanson and I am the Superintendent of Adams 

County School District 50, right here in Westminster, serving a little 

over 10,000 students. 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to join my colleagues in sharing our 
Position Statement on School Funding.  It is so gratifying to have us 
speaking with a united voice on this critical issue of public school 
funding. 
 
 
The last two election cycles we have gone to our local voters to ask for 
a tax increase that would shore up a portion of the funding loss we 
have experienced over the past few years.  Both times, our voters, 
reluctantly said no.  Not because they don’t care about education, but 
because our community consists predominantly of retirees on fixed 
incomes and hardworking people who live pay check to pay check.  For 
our community, it is unrealistic to ask them to tax themselves even 
more.  The solution lies at the state level.  
 
 
About eight in ten students in our district qualify for free or reduced 
meals, one of the highest rates of concentrated poverty among school 
districts.  I can tell you that while many of these families don’t have a 
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lot of money, the children have the same capabilities and aspirations as 
students anywhere else in the state.  
 
The fact of the matter is that it simply costs more money to educate “at 
risk” students.  Most of them enter the school system behind their 
peers and often bring additional challenges.  All districts have “at-risk” 
students, but the impact is even greater in communities with a high 
concentration of poverty because it is a much different dynamic to give 
extra attention to a few “at risk” students in a classroom than to teach 
in a classroom where every student is experiencing the effects of 
poverty.  
 
 
Finally, let me add, that this proposal is not only the “right” thing to do, 
it is the “smart” thing to do for every student in Colorado.  The thing I 
am most proud of in our Unified Position Statement is that this is not 
about any one school district, but about all children in Colorado and our 
state’s future. 
 
 
Thank you again for letting me share my perspective.   

 

And now I am pleased to introduce Superintendent Bruce Messenger 

from The Boulder Valley School District.  


